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Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope 
and confidence. —Helen Keller January/February 2018

Our group was very successful in making a differ-
ence in Ecuador this past summer. Not only did we 
work closely with school children in seven different 
schools who had lost so much, we also found a few 
minutes to enjoy ourselves and see some of the most 
interesting sights in Ecuador. 

Perhaps the highlight was the Equator. Next 
summer, we plan to return to help those less fortunate 
again. We will be going to Peru for one week to work 
with an orphanage there (as well as seeing some of the 
interesting sights from the days of the Inca). Then, we 
will be heading to Ecuador again to work with Casa Búho and the 
small schools we have come to know and love. We will be once 
again taking school supplies and books (no hard covers, please!). 
If you would like to donate school supplies, please bring them to 
the school and leave them in the office for Joanne Telfer. 

If you are interested in coming along on this journey, please 
email Mrs. Telfer at jtelfer@morriscsd.org for more information. 
As always, thanks! —Mrs. Joanne Telfer, Spanish

Morris Voluntours Made a Difference!

Thank you 
to Morris 
Volunteers!
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From the Superintendent’s Desk:  
Attendance Matters

Over the past few years, I have become more and more concerned with the 
attendance of certain students in the District. While our student attendance is 
considered good at approximately 93.3%, many school districts in the area have 
attendance rates that are higher than ours. This has a direct impact on the District 
in a variety of ways. 

First, and most importantly, research continues to highlight the direct correla-
tion of student academic success and attendance. The more a student is present in 
school, the better chance he/she will have in finding success in the classroom. In 
her article, “Attendance Affects Achievement: Study Provides State-by-State Look,” 
Evia Blad points out that “poor attendance affects achievement, graduation rates, 
and social-emotional factors like grit and perseverance.” Allowing students to stay 
home for reasons other than what the state recognizes as being appropriate often 
results in having a negative impact on the student. It also is not setting a positive 
precedent for the future when a student is in the workforce and is expected to be 
at work, on time on a daily basis. 

Another consequence of student absenteeism is the impact that it has on state 
aid. When a school district’s state aid is calculated, student attendance is part of 
the equation; the lower the attendance rate that a school district has, the less a 
school receives in aid. This decrease in state aid impacts the possible resources 
that a district has to help all students succeed. 

In the District’s attendance policy, it discusses the difference between excused 
and unexcused absences. Excused absences, as set by the state include days stu-
dents miss due to illness, death in the family, medical appointment, required court 
appearances, religious observance, military obligations, attendance at another 
school activity, pre-approved scheduled college visitations, pre-approved educa-
tional experiences, or others as approved by the principal or superintendent. The 
school must receive written notification from a parent/guardian for the absence to 
be considered excused. Please remember that whether the absence is considered 
excused or unexcused, the student is still missing out on valuable instructional time 
and the school district is penalized for the absence.

A student’s school career is not only meant to provide the student with the 
knowledge to be successful in his/her adult life, but also to help the student develop 
important life-long habits that will help the student in his/her career and life. 
Making sure that your child is in school, on time, on a daily basis is important in 
many ways and will help the student in his/her future endeavors. 

—Mr. Matthew Sheldon, Superintendent

English Courses for College Credit
Over the past three years, Morris Central School has offered English 

Composition and Literature courses for college credit through Tompkins-
Cortland Community College tuition-free to students and their families. The 
composition class focuses on college-level writing expectations and research, 
while the literature course introduces students to critical issues in Shakespeare’s 
plays and the modern and contemporary short story form. There are currently 
nine seniors enrolled in the program. The class is very small, but it is very 
convenient for the students to have more one-on-one time with the teacher.

To be eligible for the college credit class, students must receive an 85 on 
the English Regents Exam or have a 90 in English 11 and a recommendation.

To date, twenty-two students have received 132 college credits through this 
program, saving families in the district nearly $25,000 in college expenses.

 Kaleigh Spencer said that she “enjoys how there are always interesting 
topics to talk about during class and the long conversations we have.” 

—Selena Rathbone, Senior
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Jacelyn O’Connor Scholarship
On behalf of Morris Central School and the family of Jacelyn O’Connor, 

we would like to thank everyone for the on-going support throughout this 
difficult time.

Morris Central School is establishing a scholarship fund to honor Jacelyn. 
Contributions can be sent to Morris Central School in care of Kris Hand. 
Checks should be written to Morris Central School with Jacelyn O’Connor 
indicated in the memo.

Kris Hand, Treasurer
Morris Central School 
PO Box 40 
Morris, NY  13808

Senior English
In the senior English class, there are about ten people who are enrolled 

in the class. The class is 8th period everyday, in Ms. Shaver’s room upstairs. 
This year is Ms. Shaver’s first year at Morris and she is really liking it. Ryan 
Funk said, “I believe that Mrs. Shaver is one of the most warm hearted people 
I know; she is an awesome teacher, and I’m happy to meet someone so accept-
ing and influential!” For the past couple of months we have read independent 
books and at the end of the book, we have to do a mini project on what we 
read and the general basics about the book. I personally like the class because 
it isn’t a class to stress over which is a relief due to all of the other things we 
have to do before we go off to college. That is stressful enough.

Ms. Shaver is very understanding and easy going, but when it’s time to get 
something done, she’ll be sure to tell you to get going. Cameron Best said, “I 
really enjoy having a more laid-back English class this year. Junior year was 
a bit hectic with all the writing and preparing for college, but in the long run 
it will help us out. I really enjoy reading, but I never have time to read outside 
the class. I hope to finish a bunch of books by the end of the year while I have 
time in the class!” I wouldn’t change anything about the class because there 
hasn’t been anything that I’ve disliked so far. I hope the class continues to go 
smoothly, which I’m sure it will!

—Rebekah Oliver, Senior

Reading and Writing
This fall, Mrs. Waffle’s English 10 and 11 students have been reading and 

writing up a storm. Students traveled the world to Iran while studying the 
graphic novel Persepolis which is a true story of Marjane Satrapi’s experi-
ence as a young girl in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In addition, they 
studied the school’s upper grade TUCCR Program common read Flight by 
Sherman Alexie. While the book has some difficult parts, the life message 
that there is always forgiveness and redemption if one wants it is well worth 
the read. In addition, students studied the concept of identity during this unit 
which is the theme of the common read. Next sophomores studied Beowulf 
and Frankenstein while juniors studied Edgar Allen Poe and Bradbury’s 
Fahrenheit 451. After the winter holiday break, juniors will begin a poetry 
unit where they will create altered art—check it out at the Academic Fair in 
the spring. Sophomores will begin Hamlet and Anthem as well. 

Mrs. Waffle’s students also played host to two SUNY Oneonta Methods 
students during the fall. These teachers-to-be were able to teach four different 
lessons to the students. In January, they will host a formal student teacher from 
SUNY Oneonta as well. The year is proving to be interesting!

—Mrs. Julene Waffle, English

From the Principal’s Desk
Another year has come and gone, and it is 

time again to face the challenges of a new year. 
The content area of focus for this newsletter is 
ELA and we are, once again, facing changes 
in regard to the ELA standards.

In 2015, the New York State Education 
Department began a two-year collaborative 
review of the Common Core standards that 
were adopted in 2011. The review process 
included input from NYS educators, parents, 
curriculum specialists, school administrators, 
and college professors. There was opportunity 
for public comment during the process, and 
the State Education Department received more 
than 4,100 public comments that were consid-
ered. No outside groups or testing companies 
were involved in the standards review sessions.

In 2017, from the work described above, 
the Next Generation English Language Arts 
Standards were adopted. These new standards 
are intended to prepare all students to become 
lifelong learners and thinkers, as well as active 
participants in civil, community and profes-
sional endeavors. 

During the next three years, educators will 
be introduced to the revisions and receive 
professional development to assist them in 
planning for the implementation of the Next 
Generation English Language Arts Standards. 
Here at Morris, teachers will receive assistance 
from our ONC BOCES staff development spe-
cialists and will be able to attend workshops 
and trainings as they are offered. In addition, 
teachers will be given time to collaborate 
as they work to familiarize themselves with 
the new standards and plan for curriculum 
changes.

The Next Generation English Language 
Arts Standards will be fully implemented 
in September of 2020. During the transition, 
the 3-8 State assessments will be changed as 
well. The ELA and the math exams will both 
be changed from three days to two days. The 
content and format of the assessments will 
remain the same until the administration of 
the new exams in 2021.

All of the information regarding the shift 
to the Next Generation English Language Arts 
Standards can be found at www.engageny.org/
next-generation-learning-standards.

If you have questions regarding the new 
standards, I will be happy to address those.

As always, we appreciate your support as 
we face the challenges ahead. 

—Ms. Katharine Smith, Principal
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Yearbook
If your students do something fun outside school, take 

photos! We are always looking for different activities in our 
yearbook. You can easily share your photos by downloading 
the free ReplayIt app from Jostens, our yearbook company. The 
directions are below. The only request that we have is that you 
send photos of students, not landscapes, and that they photos 
are all school appropriate. It would be great if you sent a heads 
up to Mrs. Waffle, the adviser, as well—add a little blurb about 
who, what, where, when as well, at jwaffle@morriscsd.org. 
While we can’t guarantee all photos uploaded there will be 
in the book, they certainly have a good chance of being in the 
book! Thanks in advance. 
DIRECTIONS FOR THE REPLAYIT APP:

• Click on “Register”
• Type in Morris Central School 

(Select the Morris Central School 
that comes up for Morris, NY)

• Register yourself (name, e-mail, etc).
• Sign in
• If you need a password: it is morris1
• Have fun uploading

You can access all sorts of yearbook information, from 
what is expected from seniors for the yearbook to ordering 
books and placing ads under the yearbook tab on the school’s 
webpage: http://www.morriscsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId
=117671&pageId=180762. 

As yearbook students wrap up their final deadlines for the 
year, there is still some space in the senior section and the 
business ad sections if anyone wants to place an ad. 

Thank you to all those who have placed ads already!
—Mrs. Julene Waffle, English

Quite an Honor: Abby Maurelli, Gabrielle Eklund,  
Morgan Valentine, Anthony Schoentube were selected to  

perform in the Area All-State chorus.

Area All-State Participants

Spanish IV
Spanish IV is a college class 

offered at Morris Central School 
th rough Herk imer County 
Community College and is a 
distance learning class with 
Schenevus Central School. The 
class is offered to students after 
they have completed Spanish 
III. This year’s class is pretty 
small with only five students 
from Morris in the class. In this 
class, students learn about, not 

necessarily Spanish as a language, but more of the Hispanic 
culture and history instead. So far in this class, students have 
learned about illegal immigrants coming to the United States 
and about the Dirty War that went on in Argentina.

Spanish IV is a really fun class where you learn about 
really interesting topics that have to do with the Spanish 
language, and it is a good class to take if you want college 
credit for a language.

—Ashley Harrington, Junior

Building Family Goals 
There is a lot of work that goes into keeping a family 

healthy. Just keeping track of the annual pediatric check ups, 
the dentist appointments every six months, and maybe even a 
trip to the optometrist is a job in itself. If you have added in 
an after-school activity such as swim lessons or basketball, 
it’s no wonder it may feel like there is little time for setting 
healthy goals for kids and the family. 

But goals are a great opportunity to help kids learn the 
importance of healthier food choices and being active by 
encouraging kids to set healthy goals! Make planning healthy 
goals a family discussion. Kids need to be part of the discus-
sion so that they feel involved and will feel more committed 
to working on the healthy goal.
PLANNING TO SET HEALTHY  
GOALS WITH CHILDREN

Setting healthy family goals can be a fun family event. 
Yes, a fun event! By making it a special event, you build 
excitement and anticipation with the kids. This will help 
them look forward to discussing healthier food choices and 
physical activity.
• During a family meal, discuss the reason for healthy goals.
• Talk about how doing healthy activities keeps our body 

feeling great and growing strong.
• Encourage the kids to talk about their ideas about being 

healthy.
• Set a family date and time when you will have “Healthy 

Goals” night for the family.
• Discuss how important each person’s ideas are helping 

the family pick a healthy goal.
• Ask each family member to think of healthy goals for the 

family and one for themselves.
• The most important first step to changing family habits is 

to keep it positive and include everyone in the discussion. 
Happy Goal Setting!
Written by Anne Kolker, written on Jauary 1, 2010, last 

updated on January 31, 2016
—Ms. Jen Jacobsen, Cafeteria Manager
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RP-425-B
(6/17)

Department of Taxation and Finance
Office of Real Property Tax Services

Application for Basic STAR 
Exemption for the 2018-2019 
School Year

For help completing this form, see the instructions on page 2. Attach additional sheets if necessary.
Name(s) of owner(s)

Mailing address of owner(s) (number and street or PO Box) Location of property (street address)

City, village, or post office State ZIP code City, town, or village State ZIP code

Daytime contact number Evening contact number School district

E-mail address  Tax map number of section/block/lot: Property identification (see tax bill or assessment roll)

Name(s) of any non-owner spouse(s)

Address(es) of primary residence(s) if different from above

1 Did you have a STAR exemption on this property for the 2015-2016 school year?  ................................. Yes No
If No, you are not eligible for the Basic STAR exemption. However, you may be eligible for 
the Basic STAR credit. Register at www.tax.ny.gov/star/

2 Is the total 2016 combined income of all the owners, and of any owners’ spouses residing on 
the premises, $500,000 or less? (See Income for STAR purposes on page 2.)  ...................................... Yes No

If No, then you do not qualify for the basic STAR exemption.

3 Do you or your spouse own another property that is either receiving a STAR exemption in New 
York State or a residency tax benefit in another state, such as the Florida Homestead exemption?  ...... Yes No

If Yes, attach a list with the address and exemption information of each such property.

Return this form to your local assessor by taxable status date (see Deadline on page 2).

Signature Date Signature Date

Certification
Caution: Anyone who misrepresents his or her primary residence, age, or income:
• will be subject to a penalty of the greater of $100 or 20% of the improperly received tax savings
• will be prohibited from receiving the STAR exemption for six years, and 
• may be subject to criminal prosecution.

I (we) certify that all of the above information is correct, that I (we) own the property listed above and it is my (our) 
primary residence and that my (our) 2016 income was less than $500,000. I (we) understand it is my (our) obligation 
to notify the assessor if I (we) relocate to another primary residence and provide any documentation of eligibility that 
is required.

All resident owners must sign and date this form.
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Page 2 of 2 RP-425-B (6/17)

Instructions
General information
The Basic New York State School Tax Relief (STAR) 
exemption reduces the school tax liability for qualifying 
homeowners by exempting a portion of the value of their 
home from the school tax.

To qualify, the home must be:
• owner-occupied, and
• the homeowners’ primary residence.

The combined 2016 income of the owners and spouses 
who reside on the property must not exceed $500,000 
and you must have had a STAR exemption on the same 
property for the 2015-2016 school year.

Deadline: You must file the application with your local 
assessor on or before the applicable taxable status date, 
which is generally March 1.
• In Westchester towns it is either May 1 or June 1;
• In Nassau County it is January 2;
• In the Villages of Bronxville and Kiryas Joel it is 

January 1; and
• In cities, check with your assessor.

For further information, ask your local assessor. Visit 
our website or your locality’s website to find your local 
assessor’s contact information.

Do not file this form with the New York State 
Department of Taxation and Finance or the Office of 
Real Property Tax Services.

Form 
number

Title of income 
tax form

Income for STAR 
purposes

IRS  
Form 1040

U.S. Individual 
Income Tax 
Return

Line 37 minus line 15b
adjusted gross income minus 
taxable amount (of total IRA 
distributions)

IRS  
Form 1040A

U.S. Individual 
Income Tax 
Return

Line 21 minus line 11b
adjusted gross income minus 
taxable amount (of total IRA 
distributions)

IRS  
Form 1040EZ

Income Tax 
Return for 
Single and Joint 
Filers With No 
Dependents

Line 4 only
adjusted gross income  
(No adjustment needed for 
IRAs.)

NYS  
Form IT-201

Resident 
Income Tax 
Return

Line 19 minus line 9
federal adjusted gross income 
minus taxable amount of IRA 
distributions

Application instructions
Print the name and mailing address of each person who 
both owns and primarily resides in the property. (If the 
title to the property is in a trust, the trust beneficiaries are 
deemed to be the owners for STAR purposes.) There is 
no single factor which determines whether the property is 
your primary residence, but we consider factors such as 
utility bills, voting and automobile registrations, and the 
length of time you occupy the property each year. The 
assessor may ask you to provide proof of residency and 
ownership.

You can find the parcel identification number on either the 
assessment roll or your tax bill.

Income for STAR purposes
Use the following table to identify the line references on 
2016 federal and state income tax forms. Do not use your 
2017 tax forms.

This Area for Assessor’s Use Only

Application received:  

Proof of age:  

Proof of income:  

Proof of residency:  

Approved: Yes No

Assessor’s name

Assessor’s signature Date
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RP-425-E
(6/17)

Department of Taxation and Finance
Office of Real Property Tax Services

Application for Enhanced STAR 
Exemption for the 2018-2019 School Year

For help completing this form, see the instructions on page 2. Attach additional sheets if necessary.
Name(s) of owner(s)

Mailing address of owner(s) (number and street or PO Box) Location of property (street address)

City, village, or post office State ZIP code City, town, or village State ZIP code

Daytime contact number Evening contact number School district

E-mail address  Tax map number of section/block/lot: Property identification (see tax bill or assessment roll)

Name(s) of any non-owner spouse(s)

Address(es) of primary residence(s) if different from above

1 Did you have a STAR exemption on this property for the 2015-2016 school year?  ................................. Yes No
If No, you are not eligible for the Enhanced STAR exemption. However, you may be eligible 
for the Enhanced STAR credit. Register at www.tax.ny.gov/star/

2 Will all owners be at least 65 years of age as of December 31, 2018, or if the property is 
owned by a married couple or by siblings, will at least one of the spouses or siblings be at least 
65 years of age as of December 31, 2018?  ............................................................................................. Yes No

3 Is the total 2016 combined income of all the owners, and of any owners’ spouses residing on 
the premises, $86,000 or less? (See Income for STAR purposes on page 2.)  ........................................ Yes No

Note: If the answer to both questions 2 and 3 is Yes, you must attach a copy of the 2016 
federal or 2016 state income tax returns for all owners, including nonresident owners. If your 
assessor needs tax schedules and tax form attachments they will contact you. The assessor 
may also require proof of age.
If the answer to either of questions 2 and 3 is No, then you do not qualify for the Enhanced 
STAR exemption, but may continue to receive Basic STAR.

4 Do you wish to sign up for the Income Verification Program so you do not have to reapply for 
Enhanced STAR every year? (Note: You must file NYS income tax returns to take advantage 
of this option.)  ........................................................................................................................................... Yes No

If Yes, complete Form RP-425-IVP and submit it with this application to your local assessor.

5 Do you or your spouse own another property that is either receiving a STAR exemption in New 
York State or a residency tax benefit in another state, such as the Florida Homestead exemption?  ...... Yes No

If Yes, attach a list with the address and exemption information of each such property.

Return this form to your local assessor by taxable status date (see Deadline on page 2).

Signature Date Signature Date

Certification
Caution: Anyone who misrepresents his or her primary residence, age, or income:
• will be subject to a penalty of the greater of $100 or 20% of the improperly received tax savings
• will be prohibited from receiving the STAR exemption for six years, and
• may be subject to criminal prosecution.

I (we) certify that all of the above information is correct, that I (we) own the property listed above and it is my (our) 
primary residence and that my (our) 2016 income was less than $86,000. I (we) understand it is my (our) obligation 
to notify the assessor if I (we) relocate to another primary residence and provide any documentation of eligibility that 
is required.
All resident owners must sign and date this form.
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Page 2 of 2 RP-425-E (6/17)

Instructions
General information
The Enhanced New York State School Tax Relief (STAR) 
exemption reduces the school tax liability for qualifying 
senior citizens by exempting a portion of the value of their 
home from the school tax.

To qualify, the home must be:
• owner-occupied, and
• the homeowners’ primary residence.

The combined 2016 income of the owners and spouses 
who reside on the property must not exceed $86,000 
and you must have had a STAR exemption on the same 
property for the 2015-2016 school year.

Note: If you wish to continue receiving Enhanced STAR 
in future years without having to reapply and submit 
copies of your tax returns to the assessor every year, you 
may sign up for the STAR Income Verification Program 
by completing Form RP-425-IVP, Application for the 
Enhanced STAR Income Verification Program. If you do 
not choose to enroll in the Income Verification Program 
you must reapply each year to keep the Enhanced 
exemption in effect.

Deadline: You must file the application with your local 
assessor on or before the applicable taxable status date, 
which is generally March 1.
• In Westchester towns it is either May 1 or June 1;
• In Nassau County it is January 2;
• In the Villages of Bronxville and Kiryas Joel it is 

January 1; and 
• In cities, check with your assessor.

For further information, ask your local assessor. Visit 
our website or your locality’s website to find your local 
assessor’s contact information.

Do not file this form with the New York State 
Department of Taxation and Finance or the Office of 
Real Property Tax Services.

Form 
number

Title of income 
tax form

Income for STAR 
purposes

IRS  
Form 1040

U.S. Individual 
Income Tax 
Return

Line 37 minus line 15b
adjusted gross income minus 
taxable amount (of total IRA 
distributions)

IRS  
Form 1040A

U.S. Individual 
Income Tax 
Return

Line 21 minus line 11b
adjusted gross income minus 
taxable amount (of total IRA 
distributions)

IRS  
Form 1040EZ

Income Tax 
Return for 
Single and Joint 
Filers With No 
Dependents

Line 4 only
adjusted gross income  
(No adjustment needed for 
IRAs.)

NYS  
Form IT-201

Resident 
Income Tax 
Return

Line 19 minus line 9
federal adjusted gross income 
minus taxable amount of IRA 
distributions

Application instructions
Print the name and mailing address of each person who 
owns the property, including any non-resident owners. (If 
the title to the property is in a trust, the trust beneficiaries 
are deemed to be the owners for STAR purposes.) There 
is no single factor which determines whether the property 
is your primary residence, but we consider factors such 
as utility bills, voting and automobile registrations, and 
the length of time you occupy the property each year. The 
assessor may ask you to provide proof of residency and 
ownership. For the enhanced exemption, proof of age 
may also be required.

You can find the parcel identification number on either the 
assessment roll or your tax bill.

Income for STAR purposes
Use the following table to identify the line references on 
2016 federal and state income tax forms. Do not use your 
2017 tax forms.

This Area for Assessor’s Use Only

Application received:  

Proof of age:  

Proof of income:  

Proof of residency:  

Approved: Yes No

Senior additional: Yes No

Form RP-425-IVP received: Yes No

Assessor’s name

Assessor’s signature Date
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Eighth Graders attended a 
day at BOCES to see what 
job training students might 

want to pursue in the future.

8th Grade Trip to BOCES Union College Tour
The College for Every Student Program allowed  

Seniors to tour Union College last fall. 

• Lisa Booan and the 6th graders for the beautiful wings 
displayed in the upstairs hallway. 

• Fall concerts—our music teachers and students are tal-
ented!

• Mrs. Grant and her water testing program.
• Mrs. Grant for working with the Boy Scouts and Arrow 

of Light Scouts, who earned their Geology Merit Badges 
and their Earth Rocks Elective Pins, respectively.

• Honor Society and Student Council—the Haunted Hallway 
was awesome!

• Rotary for another great Halloween Party.
• The Seniors for their Senior Play!
• Fifth and Sixth Graders for their really cool science fair.
• Jacob Walling and Anthony Schoentube for acting the 

parts of Beowulf and Grendel in Mrs. Waffle’s Room.
• Kyle Meyers for being Mrs. Telfer’s mailman this year!
• Maddie Aikins for taking care of the calendar in  

Mrs. Telfer’s room
• Evan Kneaskern for watering Mrs. Telfer’s plants.

• Jacob Walling for doing a great job on an above-and-
beyond project in Spanish IV.

• The Sixth grade students Sawyer, Everett, Lorissa, 
Jacob, Jessica, Carter, Haylee, Ethan, Asa, and  
Tatiana for kicking off the CROP food drive.

• Stephanie Parker, who was given the honor to represent 
Morris and the U.S. as a Rotary Exchange Student next 
year in Brazil. 

• The students who decorated the cafeteria for Veterans’ 
Breakfast! It was wonderful.

• The students who helped harvest the school garden.  
We enjoyed many delicious dishes.

• Jacob Walling for being cheerfully helpful all the time.
• Mrs. Forgit for organizing a supply drive for The Ronald 

McDonald House.
• All those who donated gum to send to our troops.
• Mrs. Kane on the birth of her new baby boy, Jackson 

James. 

Three Cheers To . . .
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Juniors Visit Univerity of Albany

Juniors were able to visit The University of Albany as  
part of the College for Every Student initiative offered  

to Morris students through The Clark Foundation.

What a BIEN Day!
Members of Mrs. Telfer’s Spanish III and IV class, with a 

few from Spanish II, enjoyed a wonderful immersion day at 
SUCO in October. The day began at 9:00 a.m. with instructions 
from the ambassador on how the day would run and what we 
would be doing. That was the final word in English . . . the rest 
of the day all students had to speak in the target language and 
earn points which could be used at a duty free shopping area.

We started with an obstacle course where the students had 
to direct one blindfolded person from the beginning to the end 
of the obstacle course. “It’s not as easy as you would think,” 
said Kassie Boss, Spanish III. There were a lot of laughs and 
even some good kidding. When Kylie Brigham had her turn, 
the students took her on a wild walk, giving her instructions 
to walk far from the obstacle course and sit at the picnic table. 

Following that, the students learned about cubism (a la 
Picasso) and Pointillism. They created their own works of 
art. “This was really cool,” said Mya Laubmeier, Spanish 
II. Everyone made some beautiful pictures by coloring on 
sandpaper and then ironing it on paper. It’s a very neat way 
to create a picture. 

Then, the students made azulejos, typical Spanish tiles. 
“The azulejos were fun, I really liked that,” said Abby 
Maurelli, Spanish III. Everyone made two tiles and they were 
all very individualistic.

Lunch was incredible: chicken burritos, rice and beans, 
salad, and an ice cream bar. “They ran out of ice cream, but 
that just means that we had a toppings sundae without the ice 
cream,” said Katie Robinson, Spanish III. The ice cream was 
eventually replaced, and everyone enjoyed the dessert. “The 
food was really good,” said Nate Edwards, Spanish IV. 

Then, everyone’s favorite part—Salsa Dancing. Mrs. Telfer  
lead the instruction on the basics of the salsa dance, and 
everyone got in on the fun. “It was my favorite part,” said 
Erin Herring, Spanish II. “Dancing was a riot, watching some 
people who really got into it was fun,” Anthony Schoentube, 
Spanish IV said. 

Following a friendly game between the Spanish students 
and the French students there, (Spanish won, by the way) we 
went to the duty free shop and spent the tickets we received 
when we spoke in Spanish. “It was a lot of fun and the stuff 
at the Duty Free shop was really neat,” said Matt Wendler, 
Spanish II. “I cannot wait until we do it in the spring, count 
me in,” said Morgan Valentine, Spanish III.

Everyone had a great time, including Mrs. Telfer. “I am so 
proud of how my students spoke in the target language, used 
what they knew, and had fun without pressure. We had a blast, 
and I cannot wait until the spring to do it again.”

—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish

Read Something by Joseph Bruschac
Don’t forget to read something by Joseph Bruschac. He is 

a wonderful Native American Author who will be visiting 
our Morris Central School school-community on February 
15. Bring your personal books as he will be doing a book 
signing afterwards! —Mrs. Waffle, English
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Shooting for the Stars:  
Varsity Girls’ Basketball

This time of the year is basketball season and for the 
varsity girls’ team, we have fun and we work hard. Varsity 
basketball begins in the beginning of November, but the 
actual season doesn’t start until the beginning of December. 
For that month of time, we practice six days a week and 
scrimmage some schools to prepare us for our season. We get 
in shape for basketball using many tactics such as sprinting, 
jumping, and having a long wing span. 

A sophomore, Kylie Brigham, who is on the varsity girls’ 
team, said that her “favorite part about basketball is all of 
the bonding experiences—between practices, locker room 
talks, or bus rides” the team really gets to know one another. 
“My favorite part of the game is running out to loud music 
with people in the stands and the support we receive,” she 
said. The atmosphere that we experience during basketball 
is great and gets us pumped up for the season. A junior who 
has been on the team for three years, Elizabeth Thompson, 
said that her favorite part of the game is “defense.” Defense 
is what wins games. Yes, you need baskets to score, but you 
need to stop the other team first. Liz said that “basketball is 
my favorite sport.” A senior, Rebekah Oliver, who has been 
on the team for three years, said that her favorite part of the 
game is “defense” too! The loud crowds and the secret Santas 
that we do every year as a team are the most memorable parts 
of the season to Rebekah.

I am also a senior and have been on the team for three 
years. My favorite part is the atmosphere before every game. 
I love the support that our community shows, and I love 
the fans being loud and proud! Basketball season is a time 
to push through and work hard. When we do, we will get 
rewarded in the end! 

—Kaleigh Spencer, Senior

Outward Bound
This summer Will Ranc, 

a junior, was chosen to attend 
Outward Bound, a program 
offered through the Clark 
Foundation. The program 
usually involves extreme 
activities such as sailing 
and camping in the hopes of 
helping students who par-

ticipate learn about themselves in positive ways. It is meant 
to create future leaders. Will’s experience took him on a 
22-day canoeing and backpacking expedition in Maine that 
was approximately 30 miles of the Appalachian Trail and 
covered five lakes over 19 days. Some of the lakes were 
Mooselookmeguntic and Umbagog. “During the expedition 
there was a pause, and we had a 48-hour solo experience where 
each of us camped alone where we could reflect on ourselves 
and the course ( I really enjoyed that part of the trip). We had 
to build our own shelter and were given a ration of food for 
the two days. The last part of the trip was a final which con-
sisted of 10 of us students who had to camp on our own with 
no help from the instructors. We had a destination to get to 
and a time frame to get there from where we were. Sadly, one 
of the people in our group suffered from dehydration, and we 
were stuck in one place for the rest of that day, and the next. 
Our course changed drastically, but we still made it to a new 
destination in time.

During the final days, we did volunteer work at the 
Mahoosuc Land Trust. The rest of the time in Maine included 
a three-mile run in the morning, a scavenger hunt, cleaning 
all of the equipment we used, and a banquet.”

Will, who was very thankful for this experience, said, “This 
was a life-changing experience for me. I was really able to see a 
whole new side of nature and myself. The friends I made on this 
trip were amazing; they are like a whole new family to me now.”

NYC Chorus Trip
Every year Morris’ Senior Chorus goes to NYC to watch 

a musical. This year was no different. “As the new choral 
director at Morris, I felt it was my duty to uphold the tradi-
tions that Mrs. Ernst has established. After weeks of intensive 
planning, the students attended a field trip to broadway to see 
Miss Saigon. The students and chaperones had a wonderful 
time and were very inspired after the show was finished. 
The show had a positive effect on their performance at the 
fall concert,” said Mr. Hayes. 

As per usual, the bus left Morris at 6:00 a.m. and arrived 
in Bryant Park at approximately 10:30 a.m. The students 
formed into their groups with an assigned chaperone and 
were quickly on their ways to shop and explore the wonders 
of The Big Apple. The show was a 2:00 p.m. matinee and was 
about three hours long. Some students were emotional at the 
end of the show. The show allowed students to understand 
the feelings behind the songs they sang at the fall concert. 
The trip was a wonderful success.

—Zoe Rude, Junior

Drama Club “Awkward Silence”  
2017-2018 Season

This year represents the sixth year of Awkward Silence, 
MCS’s Drama Club! We cannot thank you enough for coming 
to our shows and encouraging our young Divos and Divas!

Our main show, The Mousetrap by Agatha Christie, will be 
presented on Thursday and Friday, February 8-9, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the auditorium. The show is a classic who-dunnit in the style 
that only Ms. Christie can achieve. 

We have four departing seniors this year: Montana Tyler, 
Isaac Whitbeck, Tanner Sutliff, Cori DeFlumere. Our 
presentations will be showcasing the talents of the wonderful 
members of our group. Tanner and Cori were bitten by the 
show bug during the Senior Play and have decided to join 
our Drama Club, and we couldn’t be happier. Regulars and 
new-comers alike will add to a great troupe of actors and will 
make for a wonderful show. 

Mark your calendars! As always, thank you for your support. 
—Mrs. Joanne Telfer, Adviser
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What Lifts You Up?
Mrs. Booan, School 

P s yc h o l o g i s t ,  h a s 
worked with the 6th 
grade students to create 
the What Lifts You Up 
project. The project’s 
goal is to create happi-

ness through art and words by providing a way that all of us 
can tell the world what lifts us up or makes us happy. This 
project inspires us to focus on the positive, good things in our 
lives. Everyone will be able to stand in front of the collage 
and take a picture to remind them to focus on the positive.

Homecoming Games 
Homecoming Weekend was one to put down in the memory 

books—from Spirit Week, the pep rally, the parade, the bonfire 
to the dance, and the Saturday games. The games were played 
by boys’ and girls’ varsity and the modified teams. The teams 
battled to the end. They never gave up and always kept work-
ing hard. Even though the outcome for both boys’ and girls’ 
modified and the girls’ varsity turned out with a loss, they 
still kept that Mustang Spirit and held their heads up. On the 
bright side, the boys’ varsity won their game. This win ended 
the weekend on a high note for the Mustangs. 

There was such a great turn out by the whole school and 
community. They all came out to support the Mustangs. 
Baylie Boglioli says “My favorite part of the Homecoming 
game was after the game when we recognize the seniors and 
appreciated our team as a family. My biggest disappoint-
ment was losing because I wanted to win for the seniors.” 
Morris Mustang modified player, Carissa Richards said, 
“My favorite part of the homecoming game was scoring 
my first modified goal. After I scored, my team celebrated.  
It was very exciting. My biggest disappointment was losing. My 
team and I worked very hard and it was a close game ending 
with a score of 2-1.” 

Being a participant in the games for the varsity girls, I 
am so proud to be a Mustang. This weekend really showed 
how much the whole school and community cares for each 
other. I am so honored to be a part of Mustang country.  
This year’s homecoming was one of the best. 

—Liz Thompson, Junior

Andina Culture comes  
to MCS’ Spanish Club

At the December meeting of the MCS Spanish Club, the 
students made their own Ekeko, the early pre-Columbian 
civilization god of abundance and prosperity in the Andes 
Mountains highlands. The Ekeko is depicted as a man with a 
mustache wearing traditional Andina clothing (especially the 
poncho) and completely loaded with bags and baskets with 
grain and food, household objects and currency bills, and 
basically anything that a person is thought to want or need 
to have a comfortable and prosperous life; he is commonly 
found as a little statue to be put in some place of the house, 
preferably a comfortable one.

The legend of 
the Ekeko dates 
back to the late 
1700s in La Paz, 
Bolivia. At this 
time, the city of 
La Paz was under 
siege by indige-

nous people who were still at war with Spanish forces. 
The story of the origin of the Ekeko starts with Paulita, 

an Indian girl who worked for Doña Josefa in La Paz.
The girl was in love with Isidoro. Years before, she had 

left the hacienda where they both had grown up. Before her 
departure, Isidoro gave her a small statue to protect her. This 
small statue was the Ekeko, which was known to Andean 
people to be a god of fortune and luck.

At the time of the siege, people were starving to death. 
Isidoro was enrolled in the indigenous army, and he managed 
to reach Paulita’s house. Every week, he left her food near the 
statue, which was placed outside the house, but nobody knew 
he was doing it. Both Paulita and her boss, Doña Josefa, were 
able to survive the siege because of the food left near the 
statue by Isidoro. That is the origin of the beliefs of Ekeko’s 
powers in providing abundance.

 —Mrs. Joanne Telfer, Spanish

Ian Payne-DeMarco, Jackson Harp,  
Skylar Feather, and Evan Kneaskern
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RYLA
A very life-changing event that I 

experienced this past summer was 
attending the Rotary Youth Leadership 
Program known as RYLA. Myself and 
a classmate, Tanner Sutliff, attended 
a week-long conference held during the 
last week of June. RYLA is a leadership 
program that students are selected to 
attend to further work on their leader-
ship and other personal skills. It was 
held at SUNY Oneonta in Toby and 
Morris Halls. 

Tanner and I had to fill out appli-
cations, write a paragraph about how 
RYLA would impact us, attain two 
letters of recommendation, and be 
interviewed by different Rotarians. 
Tanner and I attended RYLA because 
the Rotarians felt that we interviewed to 
the best of our abilities and thought that 
RYLA would be a great experience for 
us to have, and it sure was. 

Tanner agreed that RYLA was a life-
changing event that we will always hold 
close to our hearts and always remember. 

Tanner said that his favorite part of 
RYLA was our small group time where 
we were broken up into groups with 
15-17 kids in each group. We each had a 
counsellor in our groups and we talked 
about some personal and touching things 
during our small group times. That 
time really allowed us to get to know 
each other better and better. Tanner 
explained that his least favorite part was 
“not having any free time,” which was 
significantly true. Our only down time 
was a short period after breakfast and 
lunch and a little before we went to bed 
occasionally. Tanner said that the most 
memorable part about attending RYLA 
was “creating friendships that will last 
a lifetime.” 

RYLA is something that I strongly 
recommend to anyone who feels up to a 
challenge because you may be a leader 
and not even know it. There are many 
different kinds of leaders; they don’t 
always have to be the voice of a group. 

—Kaleigh Spencer, Senior

Leading the Pack
This year a few selected students from Morris’ 11th grade went to a leadership 

summit located at SUNY Oneonta. The purpose of this event was to bring young 
minds together and teach them how to become leaders by working together to 
solve problems in their daily lives. 

The summit started with a seminar covering what a leader actually is as well 
as the qualities that made them leaders. After the seminar students broke off into 
groups, all made up of students from different schools, where they were then lead 
by seniors who attended the summit the previous year. “It was exciting getting to 
work with other students from different schools,” said Renate Carrabba, one of 
the students from Morris who attended. In these relatively small groups of about 
10 to 15, students participated in activities which focused on bonding and getting 
to know each other. Nate Edwards said, “It was fun to meet a lot of new people 
and have new experiences.” 

After getting to know each other, students were given various challenges which 
focused the necessity of teamwork and communication. After completing the chal-
lenges, everyone had lunch and the students formed into groups based on their 
own school where they talked about problems in their communities and how they 
could create solutions for them. Finally, the students created a written plan on 
how they were going to solve the problems and turned the papers into the event’s 
organizers for the next summit later in the year where they would further develop 
their plan and talk about how they would put it into action.

It was a great experience and an honor to be chosen to attend the summit.
—Ethan Koch, Junior

Juniors 
The Juniors did a lot of things throughout the year. There have been several field 

trips that they went on. There have been some cool different things that they have 
done in all of their classes. They have bonded during several activities. Several 
of the students in the Junior class were on sports teams, and participated in dif-
ferent clubs, and activities, such as band, chorus and other after school activities. 

One other cool thing that the Junior class did was visit the University of Albany. 
They got to see the campus, get information about the campus and activities, and 
also got to eat lunch at one of the dining halls on the campus. Another trip some 
Juniors went on was in September; they went on the chorus trip to NYC. They 
had lots of fun walking around the city, shopping at cool stores and eating at nice 
restaurants. They then went to see the Broadway show Miss Saigon. 

Juniors also hosted the school Winter Wonderland dance at Christmas time. 
They were raising money for their senior trip next year. It was very successful for 
the Junior class as they made money on concession and admission. There was lots 
of lights set up for the theme of Winter Wonderland. It was overall a great dance 
and lots of fun was had by all. 

In English class, Austin Ward said that he liked reading Fahrenheit 451.  
“I liked the genre of the book; I really liked the ending and the plot of the story. 
It was a good read and the class and myself had fun learning about the book.” 

Concerning science class, Ashley Harrington said that one of her favorite things 
she did this year was in lab: “We blew up potassium on the baseball fields during 
lab period and it ended up breaking the beaker. It was very loud and lots of fun.” 

Adam Gartung said that he liked learning about The Declaration of 
Independence in History class: “I liked learning about The Declaration of 
Independence because it was really cool to see how our country was formed.”

The Junior class did so many interesting fun things this year. The list could go 
on and on. They are looking forward to their senior year next year. 

—Elizabeth Thompson, Junior
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Where are They Now?
PENNY HARRINGTON (1973)

I always wanted to be a 
teacher. When I graduated from 
Morris Central in 1973, the job 
market for teachers was pretty 
dismal, so I decided to study 
to be both an elementary and 
English 7-12 teacher. I felt it 
would give me a better chance 
to get a job. I did my student 
teaching for Third Grade right 
back at Morris, and earned a job 

at Gilbertsville Central School (no Mount Upton, yet) in 1980. 
In the middle there, I got married to Ray (a 1972 graduate of 
Morris) and lived for three years in Florida and Germany while 
Ray was in the Air Force, so that accounts for the lapse in time 
(which also improved the job market, I guess.) I taught English 
for three years at Gilbertsville and then was offered a job at 
Morris, right back where I started. I truly thought I would stay 
there until I retired, but after our children were out of school 
and nearly finished with college, I began to take more courses 
and started taking some supervisory courses, mostly because 
I thought they would be helpful as I had often hosted student 
teachers. I really liked the courses and going back to school, 
so I continued until I got an administrative degree. It seemed 
sensible to use it! After twenty-four years in the classroom, 
I became a principal, something I had never even thought to 
become ever. I loved my internship at Morris as I finished 
my administrative degree, so I was pretty sure I would love 
being a principal. I did that job for seven years until I retired 
from Richfield Springs Central School. Now, because of that 
added degree, I am able to do teacher evaluation at Stamford 
Central School, working part time. I watch teachers teach, 
and I write their evaluations . . . and it’s a great job. I started 
school when I was four and I’m still at it. I guess you can see 
how I knew even at the beginning I knew where I was headed. 
I am one of the lucky ones!

KISTIE (LEONARD) MIRACCO (1995)
After graduating from MCS, I went to Finland as a Rotary 

Exchange student which was the most rewarding experience 
ever. I then returned to NY to attend Keuka College and gradu-
ated from SUNY Oneonta (Dec. 2000) with a Bachelor’s in 
Elementary Education. Soon after graduation (two weeks), I 
moved to NC and took a job as a Title I tutor. The following 
fall, I was teaching Second Grade. I taught Second Grade for 
four years with Union County Public Schools before moving to 
Cabarrus County Schools. While with UCPS, I also received 
my Master’s Degree in Elementary Education from UNC 
Charlotte. With Cabarrus County Schools, I taught Second 
Grade for one year, Fourth Grade for two years, and was a 
Lead Teacher in Literacy and Math for three and ½ years. I 
then went back to UNC Charlotte for my Graduate Certificate 
in School Administration. For the past four years, I have been 

an Assistant Principal with Rowan-Salisbury Schools. I have 
worked in seven different schools total, all of which have been 
Title I schools. My current school, Hurley Elementary, serves 
Pre-K through Fifth Grade students (approximately 530 stu-
dents: it is not the largest school I have worked in). It is funny 
that you asked me “Why teaching?” because our district’s 
message this year is “to inspire.” We all have t-shirts that 
read “I Am That Teacher.” As I listened to our Superintendent 
at our Back to School Conference in August, I reflected on 
why I do what I do, and who inspired me to do what I do. I 
believe that I even posted it on Facebook. It is really all is 
about making a difference in the lives of children. So many 
of our students spend more time with us, school employees, 
than they do at home--we need to make a positive impact on 
their lives. Mrs. Boyd, Mr. Shackelton, Mrs. Kristofik were 
those teachers for me. 
SYLVANA (SHIELDS) CAPLANIS 

Being a teacher was not my 
original career and as many 
other adults have found, it is now 
common to end up changing 
careers possibly even multi-
ple times! My original degree 
was a Bachelor’s of Science 
from the Rochester Institute 
of Technology which did not 
translate well into the neces-
sary teaching requirements. 

However, I am thankful for my previous career as it taught me 
many skills that are needed to be a successful teacher such as 
collaboration and effective communication. Most importantly, 
it led me to a path to seek a career with a more meaningful 
purpose: teaching.

Changing careers is quite an involved process. I began 
taking Saturday classes at Caldwell University to gain my K-6 
Teaching Certification while working Monday through Friday 
along with managing a family. The Saturday classes ran for 
a total of 15 months, and I am grateful for the many positive 
mentors who served as professors. Once that was completed, I 
continued taking classes to gain my Teacher of Students with 
Disabilities Certification which eventually led to my receiv-
ing a Master’s Degree in Special Education. Every course 
in the Special Education Department had a required field 
component. These field experiences were invaluable as they 
included working in many types of special education settings 
ranging from the Resource Room in public schools to private 
schools serving students with severe disabilities. One of my 
most memorable field experiences was at the Caldwell Center 
for Autism which is where students are sent when they are still 
significantly struggling in a special school setting. There I 
saw how drastically a student’s life could be improved when 
multiple adults worked together proactively and continuously 
plan, implement, and adjust to best meet the student’s needs.

All of this combined has led me to my current job as a 
special education teacher. I work in a Pre-K–6 grade build-
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ing that serves about 700 students. While that may seem big 
compared to Morris, it is considered a small district here in 
NJ. Every year and every day is something different which is 
what keeps it interesting and makes me continue learning new 
things. Over the course of the past three years, I have taught 
grades 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 in environments ranging from inclu-
sion classrooms to resource room settings to 1:1 specialized 
reading programs. All of this involves a high level of planning 
and preparation along with being flexible since things rarely 
go as planned!

You may be asking yourself what are the benefits of teach-
ing? Many of the students that I work with have academic or 
emotional struggles and may have strong negative associations 
with school. It is incredibly rewarding when a student who has 
always disliked school or failed at school begins to experience 
success and enjoyment. When a parent tells you that this is 
the first year that their child has done well or felt good about 
themselves, it is an immeasurable feeling. When a student who 
came in lacking foundational skills suddenly grasps concepts, 
it is an experience beyond words. No test can measure these 
real wins, but they are significant, and it is what keeps the 
students and teachers motivated to keep working for success!
JONATHAN HILLIS (1994)

Jonathan Hillis attended 
Morris for all 13 years of his 
elementary, middle, and high 
school years. There he played 
football and basketball. During 
his senior year at Morris, he 
was able to take an indepen-
dent study where he was able to 
teach PE to students in grades 
4, 5, and 6. That led him to his 
future career decision of being 
a teacher.

Mr. Hillis chose St. John Fisher College in Rochester for his 
undergraduate studies and graduated in 1998 with a degree in 
Psychology and Elementary Education. After that he worked 
at Franklin Central School as a fifth and second grade teacher, 
and then at Jefferson Central School as a second grade teacher 
for a total of 8 years. 

While at Franklin, he completed his Master’s Degree at 
SUNY Oneonta in Elementary Education. He also coached 
varsity boys basketball and golf there.

At Jefferson, he attended MCLA (Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts) for two summers to obtain his Administrative 
Certificate. He said, “During the school year in-between, I did 
a full-time Principal internship at Jefferson. After complet-
ing MCLA’s program and passing the State Exam for School 
Building Leaders, Jefferson hired me as their K-12 Principal.” 

In 2012, he was hired at Marathon as their Elementary 
Principal. “This year marks my sixth year at Appleby 
Elementary where we have 425 students in grades UPK-6,” 
he said. 

KAREN SWAYER (1995)
From my earliest memories 

in elementary school, I have 
wanted to be a teacher. I can 
easily remember sitting in the 
first grade classroom at Morris 
Central School thinking I had 
the best teacher in the world. 
I wanted to be just like Mrs. 
Zeiner! She was everything I 
thought a teacher should be . . . 
kind, patient, caring, smart, cre-

ative, and fun! I was so fortunate to have her not only in first 
grade, but also again in third. The most memorable thing about 
Mrs. Zeiner is that during both of these years, she never gave 
up on me when I had a bad day. Instead, she worked harder to 
help me succeed. Throughout my entire education at MCS, I 
continued to be challenged and inspired by amazing educators 
such as Mrs. Harrington, Mr. Shackelton, and Mrs. Kristofik. 
When I truly think about why I pursued a career in education, 
I am reminded of these teachers and a quotation from a TED 
Talk by Rita Pierson: “Every child deserves a champion--an 
adult who will never give up on them, who understands the 
power of connection and insists that they become the best that 
they can possibly be.” It has always been my desire to make 
a difference in the lives of children, the way my teachers did 
in mine. 

After graduating from Morris in 1995, I was a Rotary 
Exchange Student in Finland. When I returned from my year 
abroad, I began my studies in education at Nazareth College 
of Rochester. I graduated from Nazareth in May of 2000 with 
a BA in American Studies and a concentration in Elementary 
and Special Education. I received my MS Ed in Literacy 
Education from State University at Oneonta in 2005. For the 
last seventeen years, I have worked as a Special Education 
Teacher.

 I am currently teaching at Oxford High School where I 
have been a Resource Room teacher for ten years. Many of 
the students I work with have experienced years of frustration 
in school and as a result are often the ones that others see as 
difficult to reach. I am fortunate in that I have the opportunity 
to work with and watch my students grow through their four 
years of high school. Graduation day is the absolute best day 
of my school year. With a smile on my face and tears in my 
eyes, I watch the “kids” that wanted to give up as freshman 
walk across the stage to receive their diplomas. Every day my 
students amaze me with their hard work, determination, and 
perseverance. It truly is an honor and a privilege to teach and 
advocate for my students with special needs. 

 Thank you Mrs. Zeiner and all of my teachers at MCS for 
making a difference in my life! I hope that I am able to influ-
ence my students that way that each of you influenced me!
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