
Mustang Musings
MORRIS CENTRAL SCHOOL     NEWSLETTER

“Adopting a really positive attitude can work wonders to adding 
years to your life, a spring to your step, [and] a sparkle to your eye.”

—Christie Brinkley March/April 2018

Supporting Our Soldiers
Students, teachers, and faculty of Morris Central School 

helped make the holidays a little happier for soldiers in 
Afghanistan. This past holiday season, dozens of cookies, 
pounds of coffee, tea and candy canes were shipped soldiers, 
to help put a smile on the faces of those who could not be 
with their families. A particularly unique part of the care 
package included beautifully hand-crafted cards.

Each card was individually designed by creative and 
thoughtful elementary students. The support and enthusiasm 
received during this project was bountiful! Everybody in our 
community should be proud of the time and effort put in by 
one another. We achieved our goal of helping to improve the 
lives of those fighting for our country and freedom. What a 
difference we have made!

—Ms. Alexis Haluska, Speech-Language Therapist
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From the Superintendent’s Desk
It has been well over a year since our $2.695 million dollar project was 

approved by district voters and I am anxiously awaiting the actual start of 
the work. The specifications were sent to the state last May and we still have 
not received approval from the State Education Department. It is a very slow 
process to obtain that approval, but I hope that we receive it very soon and will 
still be able to start work in late May or June. As part of the project, our two 
boilers that heat the maintenance and main buildings will be replaced and a 
roof over the 1995 wing will also be replaced. Both of these are sorely needed. 
There are several other smaller aspects of the project that are also included.  
I look forward to its completion. 

The Board of Education is in the process of developing next year’s budget. 
We recently received a tentative state aid run from the governor’s proposed 
budget, and it only calls for a 1.51% increase in total aid for Morris. Once the 
governor and the legislators come to an agreement on the budget, I am hoping 
that we see a larger increase and that we will be able to maintain our current 
educational programming. An increase in special education costs is our biggest 
concern for next year’s budget.

I want to congratulate all of the students who made Honor Roll, High Honor 
Roll or Principal’s List for the second marking period. I enjoy watching our 
students participate in many different extracurricular activities, but academic 
success is the number one priority of the district, and I am proud of those stu-
dents who strive for success in the classroom. In total, 76 students in 7th-12th 
grade made Honor Roll, High Honor Roll or Principal’s List this marking period.

Many of the seniors are starting to reap the benefits of their hard work 
through their acceptance into many outstanding colleges. To date, a few 
colleges that some of our seniors have been accepted into are as follows: 
LeMoyne, SUNY Brockport, Siena College, SUNY Delhi, SUNY Cortland, 
Southern Vermont, Hartwick, Utica, SUNY Polytechnic Institute and Wells. 
Congratulations, seniors!

—Mr. Sheldon, Superintendent  

From the Principal’s Corner
I truly love when March arrives. Although the halfway point comes long 

before March, it really starts to feel like we are on the homestretch when we 
reach this point. As always, the spring will be filled with many great activities 
and learning opportunities. This is a time of the year when everyone seems to 
have more energy as the days get longer and the weather gets nicer! However, we  
still need to stay focused; it is important to remember that there is still much 
to do in order to successfully complete the year.

New York State testing for students in grades 3-8 will be in April and May this 
year. Students in grades 3-8 will be taking ELA tests on Wednesday, April 11  
and Thursday, April 12. The math exams will be given on Tuesday, May 1 and 
Wednesday, May 2. The exams this year have been reduced from three days to 
two days. Students are given as much time as they need to complete the exams.

Your role as parents/guardians cannot be understated. Please reinforce 
habits of good attendance. Take this opportunity to discuss the importance of 
learning habits, active participation and completion of class work/homework.  
The conversations with your children will absolutely make a difference. Talk to  
your children every evening about their progress and communicate regularly 
with their teachers. If you do not already have access to PowerSchool, please 
call Elaine Parker in the Guidance Office to set up an account. PowerSchool 
allows you to check your child’s progress on homework, quizzes, and tests.

Together we can make this last phase of the year a success! With our com-
mitted staff, wonderful students and encouraging families, we are sure to 
reach our goals!

 —Ms. Katharine Smith, Principal
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Emergency Cards and Contact 
Information

If you have changed your address and/or your tele-
phone number, please contact the Main Office to have 
your child’s Emergency Card update. It is important to 
keep all the contact information current.

Save Your Boxtops

Morris Central School Safety Patrol collects Box Tops to help 
fund their Sixth Grade Safety Patrol Trip each year. Please save 

them and send them to Mrs. Mackey. Thank you in advance.

New Faculty—Carlena Johnson
Starting in January, Carlena 

Johnson began working at MCS 
as a permanent substitute. 
She grew up in Oneonta and 
graduated from OHS in 2002. 
After high school, she trav-
eled abroad for a year, before 
graduating f rom Har twick 
College in 2007 with a B.A. in 
Biology. In 2013, Ms. Johnson 

graduated from the University of Kentucky with an M.S. 
in Biology. Her master’s research focused on the evolution-
ary genetics of salamanders. Ms. Johnson also received an 
M.Ed in Secondary Science Education from the University 
of Kentucky in 2015. She has enjoyed working in envi-
ronmental conservation of wetlands in the Hudson Valley, 
environmental consulting and research near coal mines 
in eastern Kentucky, as a camp coordinator at Sea Turtle 
Camp in North Carolina, teaching high school biology, and 
for a short period of time selling banana bread at a roadside 
stand in Hawaii. This past summer, Ms. Johnson moved 
back to Oneonta with her husband, Tom Crabtree, and infant 
daughter Zoe. Ms. Johnson has taken many opportunities 
to travel throughout the world, including Great Britain, 
Ireland, France, Denmark, Madagascar, the Bahamas, Costa 
Rica and South Korea. She enjoys gardening, crocheting, 
spending time with her family and cooking. She is excited 
to join the MCS staff and to get to know all the great teach-
ers and students!

Attention Juniors
IMPORTANT UPCOMING TEST DATES
ACT

Test Date Registration Deadline
April 14 March 9
June 9 May 4

Register online at www.act.org

SAT 
Test Date Registration Deadline

May 5 April 6
June 2 May 3

Register online at www.collegeboard.org
Technology Education

The 2017-18 Transportation Class Co2 Car Champion is 
Adam Rutherford. The spirited competition raced ten cars 
in a double elimination bracket format. Adam sprinted past 
all of his classmates. This year has also seen the develop-
ment of the airfoil car demonstrated at the December BOE 
meeting.

Design Drawing For Production class was working with 
3D printers in February. The MakerBot was introduced to 
the MCS technology department last year. Students have cre-
ated online accounts with the program Tinkercad. Through 
Tinkercad students create working drawings that could be 
reproduced on MakerBot or the XYZ 3D printer. Creations 
this year have led to the development of epoxy, soap and 
chocolate molds.

The Manufacturing class at MCS completed a Christmas 
production run of 140 ornamental trees. The packaged and 
labeled products were given to the senior citizens during the 
holiday brunch. All the items were produced in two weeks 
by 11 students. A production line with a product route sheet 
directed the students through the process. It was a great 
demonstration of push/pull manufacturing.

So far this year I have introduced more of an interest-
based problem-approach with students. I don’t often say no 
to ideas to solve problems. By saying no to an idea, it could 
shut down creativity in a student. Today increased rigor 
in school is misinterpreted. The interest-based approach 
has students personalizing a design to their own wants and 
needs. The rigor is at a maximum in our classes because the 
design concept has to fit in the limitations and constraints. 
It has to function and give back more than it takes. Nothing 
is more rigorous than making dreams become reality.

—Mr. Packard, Technology
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Who wants a moon made of cheese when you can have  
one made out of Oreo Cookies! First grade learned  
about the phases of the moon using Oreo cookies!

Chemistry
In chemistry at Morris Central School, we learn a lot 

about the world around us as we prepare for our Chemistry 
Regents in June. In the beginning of the year, we started 
off with the basics of chemistry. We learned about protons, 
neutrons, electrons and much more. Lately, we have been 
learning about different types of chemical reactions and 
doing a lot of demonstrations. Junior, Elizabeth Thompson, 
said, “I really liked the gummy bear lab we did. In this demo 
we heated KClO to a liquid and then put a gummy bear into 
it. This resulted in a little explosion in the test tube from the 
sugar and the KClO reacting with each other. It was cool 
to see how it reacted. I thought the glass would break, but 
luckily it did not.”

—Ashley Harrington, Junior

Michaela Lasher Took First in a 
Regional Competition for CTE

In February our BOCES students 
competed in a SkillsUSA challenge. 
Michaela Lasher competed in the 
restaurant services competition. 
She had to set a table, be a host, 
serve, and calculate the check 
with sales tax and tip. She said, 
“I was very nervous but excited 
at the same time. After I got done 
with my competition, I felt good 

about it. When it came to awards time and they called 
‘For Restaurant Services: First Places goes to Otsego Area 
Occupational Center Michaela Lasher,’ I was excited and 
couldn’t believe it. I just wanted to cry because I was so 
happy.” Congratulations, Michaela!

Fourth Grade Explorers
On Friday, January 26 the Fourth Grade held their grade 

level presentation for elementary students and parents/
guardians. This year students held a Science/Social Studies 
Fair. At their science displays, students identified patterns in 
fossils found in different rock layers to explain the changes 
in a landscape over time. Their presentation included six 
interactive centers in which they demonstrated their new 
knowledge about fossils.

Fourth Grade students working with elementary  
students at the “dig site.”

4th grade students describing the four types of fossils. 

4th graders operating their “dig site.” 

4th graders testing students knowledge on fossils  
by playing Jeopardy. 

First Grade learns Moon Phases
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Manufacturing 
Manufacturing is a hands on class, based on innovation. 

If a process does not run smoothly or efficiently, the class 
finds a way to innovate the process to the most efficient way 
possible. Throughout the class students work with wood, 
cardboard, a 3D Printer and many other tools.

The class is taught by Mr. Packard and gives a way for 
students to create new and efficient ways to work through 
problems without having to sit through the everyday class. 
Students are allowed to express their new ideas in the class 
while having fun. Scott Strain said, “I enjoy the class 
because there is a free range of what to create.” 

—Austin Ward, Junior

Morris Students “Adopt” the Butternut
Morris students run chemical analysis of the water 

samples from the Butternut Creek, after school, as part of 
a citizen science monitoring project in conjunction with 
Otsego County Conservation Association. Samples are col-
lected and analyzed on the third Thursday of every month, 
weather cooperating! —Ms. Heather Grant, Science

Pre-Calc Prepares Us
Pre-Calculus is a math class that offers a preview of 

what calculus is going to be when you go to college and 
take that level of math. Pre-Calculus comes after you 
take Trigonometry or Algebra 2. Mrs. Gregg teaches Pre-
Calculus as well as Algebra 2. In Algebra 2, towards the end 
of the year, she will fill out a paper and that will tell you 
what math class she thinks you should take the following 
year. Whatever she suggests, you don’t have to go by her 
word, but it’s recommended.

This year seven of us chose to take this Pre-Calc class. 
It’s nice to have a smaller class so it’s easier to learn and 
ask questions. Student don’t need this class to graduate high 
school, but it is a big help if they plan to take more math 
courses in college. All of the tests and quizzes that we take 
are open notebook and open textbook to help us succeed 
and do well on our assessments. David Dugan, a fellow 
classmate, said that “it is a very laid back class.” Some of 
the work that we do is quite difficult and it challenges us.

—Kaleigh Spencer, Senior

Transportation Class
Transportation is a technology class taught by Mr. Packard  

in which the students learn about the different modes of  
transportation, including airplanes and cars, and how 
they work. The first quarter of the class, students learned 
how aerodynamics affects planes and their f light paths by 
building different forms of planes. One of the planes that 
the students built to show this was an indoor rubber band 
propelled plane made out of tissue paper and balsa wood. 
Once stable f light was achieved, the class then had to have 
the planes make different maneuvers such as left and right 
hand turns as well backwards loops.

Ethan Koch said, “It was interesting to see how small 
adjustments had such a large impact on the f light of the 
plane.” The class also built cars powered by CO2 to learn the 
effects air resistance and weight distribution. The students 
then went head to head racing them in a double elimination 
competition that Adam Rutherford won. He claimed, “It 
was fun finally being able to beat everyone in the class.” 
After this, the students then worked on a motorized bicycle 
that has been a work in progress for many years. This was 
intended to show the students how the mechanics of road-
worthy vehicles work and is now nearing completion. 

—Adam Gartung, Junior
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Living Environment
Living Environment has been studying the Human Body Systems. To wrap up the unit, they dissected fetal pigs to see 

all the organs. What fun!

Baylie Boglioli 
and Kate Morano 
handling a liver.

Miesha 
Neer and 
Miranda 

Carrabba 
looking for 

the gall-
bladder

Katie Tilley and Daphne Fraser just getting started.

Matt Burtis  
counting his  
tastebuds.

Kyle Meyers “is that the heart?”

Victoria Ranc, 
“I feel the 
kidney!”
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ED TRACY (2005) 
After receiving a Bachelor’s of Finance 

at SUNY Polytechnic Institute in Utica, 
I stayed in the area and worked at 
Amphenol Aerospace and the Raymond 
Corporation in various Human Resources 
functions. Now I am currently in a 
Human Resources Information Systems 

(HRIS) role where I am the systems manager for nine Raymond 
Dealerships with 49 Locations across North America. I recently 
bought a house in Guilford, where I enjoy many outdoor hobbies.

An HRIS is the software that houses and processes the 
employee data needed for all Payroll and Human Resources 
activities. This includes but is not limited to the areas of employee 
information, recruiting, benefits, compensation, payroll, 
employee time keeping and training. 

In a growing company, a major component of an HRIS 
Administrator’s role is the integration and implementation of 
newly acquired companies into the database. To be successful, 
an HRIS Administrator needs to use the principles of database 
design and normalization rules during the implementation and 
ongoing management of the software. Things to consider are 
how this new data will be used (for example) what tasks will be 
performed and what reports will be generated using this data. 
Data is organized by major subjects into tables. Tables that 
need to interact with each other will need to have a primary key 
(or common data point) to link the tables together. This step is 
important as it allows an HRIS Administrator to create tasks for 
the front-end users (practitioners). A common task that is set up 
is the New Hire Workflow. The task is designed to be initiated 
once a new employee joins the company. The task can be assigned 
to many practitioners to enter the information in various subjects 
(employee information, payroll, compensation, benefits etc.) 

Companies need to be able to retrieve the data out of an 
HRIS. This is where querying or reporting on data comes into 
play. This is often done by writing an SQL (Structured Query 
Language) command. An HRIS will most often have a report 
builder incorporated into the system that will structure your 
SQL statement based on the fields. Free form SQL commands 
can also be used for more complex reporting.

The HRIS Administrator also will layout the view and security 
access that every practitioner, manager and employee will see. 
A manager will see a different view than an employee or an HR 
practitioner. Even aesthetic qualities come into play when orga-
nizing the content that is available. The interface layout should 
be inviting and intuitive for every type of user.

I enjoy this type of work as the software is constantly improv-
ing, providing new challenges and opportunities to learn on a 
regular basis. It is also very rewarding being able to find process 
improvements to save others time and make their work easier. 

One of the greatest things I’ve ever done was be flexible in the 
type of work that I do. I never said I can only do Finance, Human 
Resources or Database Management. With an open mind, I was 
able to be a part of some really cool projects and have had great 
opportunities that I would not have had otherwise.

Where are they now? ERIN K. QUIRK (1987)
I graduated from MCS 30 years 

ago and I credit MCS and the great 
teachers I had and growing up in a 
small town for a lot of my success. 
I have worked in the medical insur-
ance field for over 25 years. No one 
sets out to work in that field per se, 

but with hard work, creativity and determination, I was 
able to carve a successful path from an entry level cus-
tomer service representative at a big health care insurance 
company to an executive at a small startup company that 
had a really cool idea. WEX Health, where I work, created 
a debit card to go along with the tax -advantaged plans (like 
FSA, HSA, HRA, and Dependent Care accounts). The card 
is smart enough to be used only at appropriate merchants, 
i.e. you can’t use it a Home Depot or Restaurants. This 
eases up the administration for the consumer as they no 
longer have to file a claim and wait to be reimbursed. They 
can simply swipe their card, save their receipt and send 
in it only if they are requested. As our company grew, we 
acquired a software company that actually has a mobile 
application and consumer portal that folks can go on-line 
and file claims that way too. As an Account Executive 
my job is to keep about 30 of our customers happy. I am 
in essence the quarterback to these clients making sure 
that the debit card, the software, the mobile application 
and all of the folks that work with them meet their needs. 
In addition I have to negotiate contracts, help our clients 
grow, train them and strategize with them. 

So what did I learn by being from a small town and 
from my time at MCS to be successful? My clients are 
from all over the country and Canada and to be successful 
building relationships, I have to be a well-rounded person 
who could talk about diverse topics. MCS allowed me that 
capability – I got to be an athlete, a musician (even with 
lots of clarinet squeaks), an actor , a singer, a cheerleader, 
on student government, yearbook photographer, etc.  
Kids growing up in larger schools don’t have the diverse 
opportunities we have had and it really is a huge benefit. I 
also had countless teachers who challenged me and taught 
me how to work hard and achieve my goals. I would hope 
that every person would have that but, as I meet people 
and share stories, I learn that the MCS experience is rather 
unique. Perhaps because we are from a small town, we 
are not simply a number. Some of our teachers knew us 
since we were in Kindergarten, knew our parents, knew 
our siblings, believe it or not, it’s a unique experience 
and one that makes us better for it. Finally, it taught me 
about community. It does take a village to win a Tri-Valley 
Division or Sherburne Pageant of Bands or put on Senior 
Play. From growing up in a small community, I learned 
to ask for help, to help others, to keep my eyes open for 
new ideas, and I knew I always could go home again and 
people would have my back. I have translated all of these 
items in my professional life. 

If you or if you know of someone who might like to be featured in a similar article,  
let Julene Waffle know at jwaffle@morriscsd.org. Thanks!
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Honor in Spanish
On Wednesday, February 28, 

two students were inducted into 
the Pachacútec Chapter of Morris 
Central School’s Spanish National 
Honor Society. To be considered 
for induction into the SNHS, the 
students must be actively enrolled 
in a 5th semester of Spanish or 

higher, have a minimum average of 90 for three consecu-
tive semesters, and have an overall average of no less than 
80. Additionally, students must not have failed a class due 
to attendance.

 “These students are the cream of the crop,” said Advisor 
Joanne Telfer. “They are hard working, kind and full of 
integrity. It is such an honor to be a part of the Spanish Honor 
Society. It’s not something that is available to everyone 
and for that reason alone, it’s truly a special honor. I was a 
member of this Honor Society when I was in High School 
and College, and now it is a great opportunity to pass this 
along to my students. I am very proud of them all.” 

Current members include Juniors Jacob Walling 
(President, Nathaniel Edwards (Vice President), Ashley 
Harrington (Secretary) and Anthony Schoentube 
(Treasurer); Sophomores Morgan Valentine, Mollie Dugan, 
Hannah Tilley, Adrianna Sperry and Anastasia Edwards. 
New Inductees this year include Sophomores Abigail 
Maurelli and Scott Strain.

PE Conference

The Physical Education Department attended the 80th 
annual NYS AHPERD (New York State Alliance of Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance) conference 
in November. This conference includes in-depth profes-
sional development and exploration for PE/Health teachers. 
Some of the programs attended include: 50 Games with 50 
Tennis Balls, PE-360, 10 Strategies to Create a Motivating 
Health Classroom, APE All-Star Activities and Ultimate 
Everything.

This conference gave the PE department some excellent 
ideas of how to adapt and modify specific activities to better 
fit student needs and interests. The conference had PE teach-
ers of the year from multiple states, as well as the Adapted 
PE teacher of the year presenting. Teachers were also able to 
network with hundreds of other teachers within New York, 
sharing ideas and opinions about what works, and what to 
try. Overall, the entire department was appreciative of the 
experience and was able to walk away knowing they were 
more capable of helping their students succeed.

All-County
Congratulations to the following music students for 

their acceptance to and performance for All-County Junior 
Chorus and All-County Senior Band

ALL-COUNTY JUNIOR CHORUS
Lincoln Waffle 
Landen Tyler 

Kiernan Burke
Aiden Ryther 
Kate Morano 

ALL-COUNTY SENIOR BAND
Abby Maurelli 

Anthony Schoentube 
David Dugan 
Nate Edwards 
Emma Ryther 
Mollie Dugan

Morgan Valentine
Tanner Sutliff

Internet Safety
This year Sixth Grade through Twelfth Grade viewed a 

presentation on Internet safety put on by the state police. In 
this presentation, they covered how to protect themselves 
as well as the effects that they can have upon others. “I 
didn’t know the Internet could be so dangerous,” said Jacob 
Walling an eleventh grader. Students heard stories about 
Internet bullying and talked about how others can view old 
posts as well as how any one can gain the information about 
them that is on the Internet: “It was kind of scary hearing 
about how anyone could get your information from the past,” 
said Nick George a tenth grader. Finally, students went 
over strategies that could be used to stay safe when using 
the Internet; these included never meeting online friends 
outside of the Internet as well as never giving out personal 
information, “I use the Internet a lot so it was very useful 
getting to learn about safety rules when using it,” said Adam 
Gartung, an eleventh grader and a regular on the Internet.

—Ethan Koch, Junior
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Musical Arts Outside of School 
When thinking about the musical arts outside of school 

within the junior class, two names stand out: Chino Osuna 
and Gabbi Eklund. Both are pursuing careers in music. 
Recently this year, Chino Osuna tried out for the TV show 
American Idol. He also tried out for America’s Got Talent. 
Also, this year Gabbi Eklund opened for Brandi Carlile, a 
folk rock singer-songwriter on November 12 at the Bardavon 
Opera House. She claimed that “It’s fun to sing with people 
who I look up to.” She said that she would like to move on to 
make a career out of singing. She also records and produces 
music regularly. —Adam Gartung, Junior

Seniors Honored 
Senior Night is an important night for every senior athlete. 

The night is to honor the senior athletes to recognize their 
hard work and the dedication each athlete has put into the 
sport. It is also a night to recognize parents and guardians for 
all the time they have invested in their senior athletes a well. 

Before Senior Night, each athlete records a few sentences 
about what they plan on doing later in life, along with thank 
yous to whomever they see fit. Also, the team and the 
coaches tend to give the senior athletes a gift for all their 
hard work. The Boys Varsity Basketball and Cheerleaders 
had their Senior Night on January 26 for five senior ath-
letes: Cam Best, Robert Child, David Dugan, Adam 
Rutherford, and Selena Rathbone. Robert Child explained, 
“It was an amazing experience, and it was something I have 
been looking forward to for a long time.” The Girls Varsity 
Basketball had their Senior Night on January 30 for three 
senior athletes: Rebekah Oliver, Kaleigh Spencer and 
Sheridan Parker. Rebekah Oliver said, “The past several 
years of being on the varsity team I never thought about my 
Senior Night because I felt like it was forever away, but then 
it was suddenly here. Senior Night is a night for us seniors 
to shine. I would like to thank my coaches, team, and most 
of all my family for constantly pushing me; without them I 
wouldn’t be where I am today!” Senior Night is an important 
part of every high school athlete’s career. 

—Selena Rathbone, Senior

Igloo in Morris

Throughout the months of January and February  
Mrs. Vunk’s class collected one-gallon milk jugs to help them 
build an igloo. We used many many milk jugs and lots and 
lots of glue sticks to help us. We planned an upcoming igloo 
party for our class, and we sponsored a contest throughout 
the school and on Facebook to see who could guess how many 
milk jugs we used to build our igloo. The prizes were a gallon 
of milk, cups, straws, and chocolate and strawberry syrup.

The prizes went to the following winners: PK-2—Owen 
Wagner with a guess of 120, 3-6—Efren Rivera with a guess 
of 30, Faculty and Staff—Mrs. Waffle with a guess of 300, 
and the Facebook winner was Jennifer Cybulski Bolton with 
a guess of 307. The actual total was 308. It has been exciting 
and made learning lots of fun! 

—Mrs. April Vunk, Special Education

Tri-Valley League Champions
The Varsity Girls Basketball Team has had a very suc-

cessful year, but the biggest win this year was, no doubt, 
the Tri-Valley League Championship. The Girls’ Varsity 
Team has not won the championship since 2007, which is 
over ten years ago. At halftime, the girls were down by 15 
points. Kaleigh Spencer, Senior, said that the team “changed 
defense at halftime to shut down the main shooter” on the 
other team. Kaleigh elaborated and said that the team, 
“Worked really hard together to win the game.” 

The Lady Mustangs are so excited and proud of winning 
the championship. Elizabeth Thompson, a junior, said that 
she will never forget that night and that “It was the best feel-
ing ever.” she thought that the team really, “had a lot of fun 
and somehow won the game at the same time.”

—Renate Carrabba, Junior
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Winter Wonderland
This winter the Junior Class hosted a Winter Wonderland 

school dance. The Junior Class hosted the dance to raise 
money for their senior trip next year. They set all of the 
decorations up and they had a concession stand. The students 
in the Junior class donated chips, candy and drinks. Jake 
Walling, President of the Junior Class, was the DJ for the 
dance. The night started off with set up at 4:00 p.m. It took 
about an hour for students from the Junior Class to hang up 
lights and other decorations to make the atmosphere look 
like a wonderland.

Then the dance started at 7:00 p.m. and it all began. 
Students from grades 7-12th grade showed up to the dance. 
Everyone who attended was dressed wonderfully. All of the 
girls in attendance had beautiful dresses on. Students could 
get their pictures taken with friends. The music was great, 
there was pop, hip-hop, country, and rock music that was 
played throughout the night. Students in all grades danced in 
a huge circle and truly bonded together. Ashley Harrington 
said, “I just love school dances; they are one of my favorite 
school events to got to. I love getting the chance to dance 
with my peers.” Overall, this year’s Winter Wonderland was 
a success. Everyone had an amazing time, dancing the night 
away with all of their friends.

—Elizabeth Thompson, Junior

Food Drive: CROP kids collected 350 food items for  
the Butternut Valley Food Pantry. The food drive ran  
for one month. Mrs. Briguglio’s Second Grade class  

collected the most with 58 food items.

CROP’s up and 
coming engineers: 

Levi, Owen and 
Landon 

Notes from CROP

Three Cheers To . . . 
• The five top Third Graders in our PE PIG tournament: 

Hayden Kolvik, Ty Burlison, Edward Cuevas, Lucas 
Waffle, Jason Valentine

• Abby Maurelli for helping with the Drama Club when 
she didn’t have practice

• Evan Kneaskern for taking care of Mrs. Telfer’s plants
• Maddy Aikins for keeping the calendar in Spanish Class
• Mrs. Waffle and Mrs. Dugan for helping with the RISE 

Grant
• John Tol and Tim Utter for all the help on the stage
• Jessica Walling and Sawyer King for being “my legs” 

recently and running up and down stairs for me. Thank 
you—Mrs. Tyson

• Mrs. Vunk’s class for their awesome igloo and great 
prizes for the best guessers!

• Drama Club for their wonderful play called The 
Mousetrap! Bravo!

• The Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team for becoming the 
Tri-Valley League Champions!

• The Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity Basketball Teams for 
making it to sectionals
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Science Club
Science Club is officially up and running! Each 

month we will highlight a different science discipline, 
beginning with Chemistry this month. Keep an eye on 
the display case outside the library, and the Science 
Club Calendar. In March we will be celebrating “Pi” 
Day and Einstein’s Day with a “Pi” eating contest and 
April is Earth Day!

If you have any questions, comments or sugges-
tions, please contact Vidya Nagurar, Heather Grant or 
Dana Sheldon.

Favorite Librarians
After reading about 

librarians around the 
world, third graders in 
Mrs. Norman’s ELA 
class, selected their 
favorite librarians and 
created bookmarks to 
explain their reasoning.
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Kindergarten Performed a Snowy Science Experiment


